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Cream of the News 


Wholesale prices of dairy products declined very 
sharply from April to May. 

Milk production in Wisconsin and the Nation 
during May was 2 percent below a year ago. 

Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for the 
period ending at mid-May were down for the third 
consecutive month. 

Production of Italian cheese in Wisconsin during 
1973 totaled nearly 200 million pounds, an increase 
of 11 percent from 1972 and a record output. 

Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers in 
May continued to decline. 

Cold storage stocks of cheese in the Nation at 
the end of May exceeded a half billion pounds, the 
largest amount in storage since September 1956. 

Wisconsin’s red meat production in April was 
10 percent above a year earlier due to an increase in 
output of pork. 

Beef cattle prices at the St. Paul and Kansas City 
markets continued to decline during May. 

Based on weekly estimates for May, production 
of butter in Wisconsin could be only 1 percent under 
a year ago after declining 14 percent from January 
through April. 

Cold storage stocks of meat in the Nation on 
May 31 were up 46 percent from that date in 1973. 

Dairy plants in Wisconsin continued to increase 
their production of cheese in 1973 while reducing the 
output of butter. 

The hog inventory in Wisconsin on June 1 was 
down 2 percent from the previous year while the 
Nation had a decline of 1 percent. 

Production of tart cherries in Wisconsin and the 
Nation for 1974 is expected to be considerably higher 
than the short 1973 crop. 

Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market 
took another sharp drop during May. 
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MAY MILK PRODUCTION 
DOWN 2 PERCENT 


Milk production in Wisconsin and the Nation during 
May was 2 percent below a year ago. Wisconsin’s dairy herds 
produced 1,773 million pounds of milk in May, a seasonal 
increase of 8 percent from April compared with a 6 percent 
gain from April to May 1973. Production per cow for May 
averaged 990 pounds, just 5 pounds under last year. The 
1,791,000 milk cows on Wisconsin farms during May were 
23,000 fewer than a year earlier. Monthly milk production 
in Wisconsin has been below the previous year since January 
1973. In the first five months of 1974, output of milk in 
Wisconsin was 3 percent under that period in 1973. 

The Nation’s milk production during May was 10,784 
million pounds. Output per cow, at 966 pounds for May, was 
up 5 pounds from a year ago but the number of milk cows on 
farms was down 2 percent. From January through May, the 
Nation’s milk production was about 3 percent less than in 
the same period of 1973. 


Milk Production 








Change from 
last year 


May [ Jan.-May 





Jan.-May 


Selected States 1974 








Million pounds Percent 


Wisconsin. .. . 1,805 iia3 7,919 — 2 - 3 
Minnesota ... 942 917 4,394 —- 3 n. c. 
TOwaltee ts eueets 398 354 1,564 -—11 -— 13 
New York ... 961 945 4,222 — 2 — 2 
Pennsylvania. . 618 632 2,841 ap 2 - 1 
California’ \os..- 924 941 4,315 ee: ce wy. 
Other states .. 5,350 5222 2355.5) — 2 - 3 
United States . 10,998 10,784 48,790 — 2 — 3 





MILK PRICES 
CONTINUE DOWN 


Declines in the prices of wholesale dairy products re- 
sulted in a continued drop for milk prices. Wisconsin dairy 
farmers are expected to receive an average of $7.87 a hundred- 
weight for all milk of average test delivered to plants and 
dealers during May. This would be 53 cents lower than in 
April and 84 cents under March. Milk prices a year ago in 
May averaged $6.08 a hundredweight. 
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Wisconsin farmers received $8.40 a hundredweight for 
all milk sold in April, down 31 cents from March but $2.34 
above April 1973. Milkfat content for April averaged 3.72 
percent compared with 3.71 percent in April 1973. 

Grade A milk prices averaged $8.68 a hundredweight 
for April, a decline of 20 cents from the previous month but 
$2.51 more than last year. Milk used in manufactured dairy 
products averaged $8.02 a hundredweight during April, 
down 45 cents from March but $2.11 above a year ago. The 
spread between market and manufacturing grade milk was 
66 cents in April compared with only 26 cents for that 
month in 1973. 


Milk Prices 1/ 
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March 1974 

























price per cwt. 1974 
Selected States a =i 74/73 price 
verage Tice er 
test per cwt. a zeit change Hey 2/ 
Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 
Milk for all uses 
Wisconsin ..... 3.74 8.71 6.06 8.40 + 39 7.87 
Minnesota ..... 3.62 8.23 5.67 7.98 + 41 We2S 
LoWalgae.< fene ve 3.71 8.61 5.88 8.23 + 40 8.15 
Newrvork 375.3. 3.63 8.85 6.35 8.80 + 39 8.40 
California ..... 3.67 7.60 5.95 8.45 + 42 8.55 
United States ... 3.69 8.94 6.40 8.85 + 38 8.56 
Wisconsin 
utilization 
Market milk... . 3.76 8.88 6.17 8.68 +41 Xxx 
Manufacturing milk] 3.71 8.47 5.91 8.02 + 36 XXX 
G@reameriesi= ain. 4 3.68 8.42 5.86 8.15 + 39 XXX 
Cheese factories . 3.71 8.48 5.92 8.01 ap 335) Xxx 
Varied prod. plants 3.70 8.44 5.88 8.00 + 36 KK 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 

















ae April |Change from 

a 1973 1974 2/ | last year 

Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Malk for:allises \ ory.) 2 aaceee nl ees 5.72 8.15 7.90 + 38 
Market nilk so rsaeas, curiae reins setle he 5.82 8.27 8.10 + 39 
Manufacturing milk. 2s. 25+. . 5.59 7.99 7.61 + 36 
@reamieries {e325 ae he ee S57 8.01 ata Ho 
American cheese plants ..... 5.60 8.00 7.55 ar3.5) 
Varied products plants ...... 5.56 7.98 7.61 AST, 

Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone. . . i" 6.13 8.74 8.46 spale 





1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 





WHOLESALE DAIRY PRICES 
IN SHARP DECLINE 


Wholesale prices of dairy products declined very sharply 
from April to May. Cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks aver- 
aged about 78 cents a pound in May, down more than 10 
cents from April and nearly 13% cents below two months ago. 
A year ago in May the wholesale price of cheddar cheese aver- 
aged 66.68 cents a pound. 

Wholesale prices of Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, 
averaged over $1.01 a pound for May but this was almost 
7 cents less than a month earlier. Last year the wholesale 
Swiss cheese price averaged 81% cents in May. 

The 92-score butter price at the New York market aver- 
aged slightly over 62 cents a pound during May. This was a 
decline of about 8 cents from April but little change from a 
year earlier. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 









May April May 











[peer 1973 1974 1974 1/ 

Butter, 92-score, New York, pound... 61.99¢ 69.88¢ 62.10¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 lb. blocks, pound 2/ ... 66.68¢ 88.35¢ 77.93¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

block pound: 2)" ) eee tere orale 81.50¢ 108.25¢ 101.37¢ 
Evaporated milk, North Central States, 

case, 48-14% oz. cans, range ...... $8.80-10.25 $11.30-12.10 $———— 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 

area, POUNG |. 7 kh a ces enn ereees 45.20¢ 68.73¢ 66.22¢ 





1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 


PRICES: Mfg. Milk & 40 Ib. Block Cheddar 
Wisconsin, Jan.,|973 “April, 1974 Led 
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DECLINE IN BUTTER 
PRODUCTION SLOWS 


Butter production in the Nation’s creameries during 
April was 6 percent below a year ago but this was the least 
decline since January 1973. Minnesota, the Nation’s leading 
butter producing state, showed little change in April com- 
pared with a year earlier. Wisconsin’s butter output for 
April was 2 percent under the previous year, while lowa was 
down 42 percent and all other states had a decline of 5 
percent. 

Production of American cheese in the Nation during 
April was up 17 percent from April 1973. Wisconsin dairy 
plants made 5 percent more American cheese in April than a 
year ago. Output of American cheese during April increased 
24 percent in Minnesota, 31 percent in Missouri, and 28 per- 
cent in all other states. 
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Total cheese production in the Nation for April was 
13 percent above last year. In addition to the increase of 
American cheese, gains for other varieties were Italian 6 per- 
cent, Swiss 3 percent, Brick and Muenster 2 percent, and all 
other cheese 4 percent. 

Output of cottage cheese curd in the Nation during 
April was 14 percent below the previous year and creamed 
cottage cheese was down 16 percent. National production of 
ice cream for April was about the same as the 63 million 
gallons made in April 1973. 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 





Change from 
last year 


April [fan.-April 








Item and area 











1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
Wisconsin ciucie. 6 es 18,450 18,150 64,420 — 2 -— 9 
Minnesotaucy. .) tace 23,075 23,000 83,520 n. c. nD 
TOWal ere Bestel ales, sa 6,700 3,900 11,980 — 42 — 52 
Other'states: (co 35) vs. 45,511 43,096 155,179 — 5 — 17 
WnitediStatesana. sci. - 93,736 88,146 315,099 — 6 — 14 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
Wisconsitita.)s jot alee 68,000 71,570 273,120 aereS ce Ay | 
Minnesota. Son. Sue ws << 19,830 24,600 99,030 + 24 a 31 
Missouri's heen s. o.« 6,500 8,500 31,475 + 31 + 44 
@theristates) (e-toc se 56,941 72,950 261,639 + 28 ESS 
United States . 277... My Pade a oe Nerf ep d © 665,264 muse tgs +524 
CHEESE, 
MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
SWISS iis Nene eile: sue bs 15,474 15,965 59,675 crete] nice 
Brick and Muenster. . 5,874 5,986 23,590 ar tae 
Ltalianin sss. ses 48,724 $1,443 196,944 + 6 + 12 
AlLotherrcncicb shen ene 17,491 18,120 66,557 + 4 2 
‘Total 27.5% fics ets 87,563 91,514 346,766 eS teas, 
ALL CHEESE 
Wnited States cae arene = 238,834 269,134 1,012,030 + 13 +b] 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curdsl (irae. tore 70,503 60,838 232,668 —14 — 15 
Creamed (2/0... 89,131 75,296 291,143 — 16 —17 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice cream 
Wisconsin« ps «fat «-s 1,150 1,350 5,175 Sree d —- 4 
Dlinoiste case: tame ee 3,500 3,450 13,710 — 1 -— 3 
LOWS oasxe iss ee a 570 750 2,590 ae ees same | 
Michigan faaveieush > fess 2,910 Bisae.a 11,693 nee Ay: -— 1 
Minnésota 2 ie si4. S 25335 2,130 8,820 —- 9 — 8 
Other states ...... 52,912 52,540 198,309 - 1 Nn. c. 
United'States 2.2... ; 63,377 63,443 240,297 NaC. — 1 





1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 


DROP IN BUTTER 
PRODUCTION HAS SLOWED 


Weekly estimates of butter production in the Nation 
during May indicate that output could be only | percent 
under last year after showing a drop of 6 percent in April 
and a 14 percent decline from January through April. Wis- 
consin’s butter production for May will probably be above 
a year ago. The State’s output of butter in April was down 
2 percent and for January through April showed a decline of 
9 percent. 

Weekly estimates indicated that production of American 
cheese in the Nation during May could be up 5 percent from 
a year earlier, the same increase as April but considerably 
less than the 17 percent gain from January through April. 
Wisconsin’s output of American cheese for May could be 
under last year after showing increases of 11 percent in April 


and 24 percent in the first four months of 1974. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 

















Butter American Cheese 
United States isconsin United States Wisconsin 
Periods 
Production Change | Change Production Changes) Change 
from last | from last from last |from last 
1974 1974 
year year year year 
1,000 Ibs. Percent | Percent 1,000 Ibs. Percent | Percent 
April i Ss 88,146 — 6 —2 177,620 +5 ca til 
Jan.-April. . 315,099 — 14 -—9 665,264 a PMI bey/ + 24 
Weeks 
ending 
May 9.. 22,750 eS +, § 41,160 + 9 + |] 
May 16.. 21,700 — 3 +9 40,300 nent — 3 
May 23). ; 21,900 — + 6 40,900 eS — 2 
May 30.. 23,000 — 4 —2 42,200 eS Peay 
Lotalwns s/c 89,350 —- | XXX 164,560 ee} XXX 





WEEKLY BUTTER & CHEESE PRODUCTION 


Percent of previous year 
Wisconsin, Feb. 28 - June |3,|974 





Apr.4 May 2 June 6 
CHEESE STOCKS EXCEED 


HALF A BILLION POUNDS 


Stocks of cheese in the Nation’s cold storage facilities 
at the end of May totaled over half a billion pounds, up 59 
percent from a year earlier and the largest amount in storage 
since September 1956. Stocks of American cheese, at 448 
million pounds, were 65 percent greater than on May 31, 
1973. Swiss cheese supplies were up 41 percent and all other 
cheese stocks increased 31 percent from last year. 

Butter stocks in cold storage at the end of May totaled 
97 million pounds, down 30 percent from the previous year. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 













Change 








Commodity from last 
year 

1,000 pounds Percent 

UNITED STATES 
POWER CEP OT Nese cikall biis pete. fe 159,105 139,388 97,243 — 30 
Cheese, American ..... 275,042 271,104 448,239 tn OS 
Cheese,.Swiss .. 5 6. «. 8,824 11,564 16,320 + 41 
Cheese, all other. ..... 56,513 47,902 62,589 + od 
Cheese; totals 0 os 3 < 340,379 330,570 §27,148 + 59 
WISCONSIN 
URUGOE() os aus eae, eee 7,570 9,229 5,218 — 43 
Cheese, American ..... 157,635 176,984 259,155 + 46 
} GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 

BUtleriitenistettin cas, ale as 127,283 102,033 8,079 — 92 
Cheese, American ..... 403 214 364 + 70 








*Included in above totals. 
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Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 







Change 





Commodity PAD ee from 
1973 

last year 

1,000 pounds Percent 
Dried whole milk ....... 5,289 5,256 10,028 +91 
Driediskim! milk well... «.. 79,367 58,590 88,702 + 51 
Dried buttermilk (2, 2°32./4); 5,024 4,741 6,708 + 41 

Condensed milk and evapor- 

ated milk (case goods) 1/. . 716,475 56,185 76,670 + 36 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


COLD STORAGE STOCKS 
United States ,May 31,1964 -74 


CHEESE, AMERICAN 





1964 I969 I974 


The Government held only 8 million pounds of butter in 
cold storage on May 31 compared with 102 million pounds 
a year ago. 


1973 ITALIAN CHEESE 
PRODUCTION INCREASES 


Production of Italian cheese in Wisconsin during 1973 
totaled nearly 200 million pounds, an increase of 11 percent 
from 1972 and a record output. Italian cheese accounted for 
about 19 percent of all cheese made in Wisconsin during 1973. 
Production of Italian cheese has increased more than 3% 
times since 1957 when it accounted for 9 percent of Wis- 
consin’s total cheese output. 

Production of Mozzarella, a soft type cheese used in the 
pizza trade, increased 16 percent from 1972 to 1973. Moz- 
zarella has experienced the largest growth in production of 
any of the Italian varieties, having increased more than 10 
times since 1957 and nearly 3 times since 1961. Mozzarella 
is by far the largest variety of Italian cheese made in Wiscon- 
sin, accounting for 59 percent of the 1973 production. 

Provolone production increased 11 percent from 1972 
to 1973 while total hard type Italian cheeses rose 2 percent 
during that period. Provolone is the second largest variety of 
Italian cheese produced in the State, making up 20 percent 
of the total and just over half of the hard type Italian cheese. 
Output of Parmesan in 1973 declined 17 percent from the 
previous year but production of Romano increased by that 
amount. 

Soft types represented 61 percent of all Italian cheese 
produced in Wisconsin during 1973, with Mozzarella ac- 
counting for almost all of the soft Italian cheese. Output of 
soft types increased 18 percent from 1972 to 1973 compared 
with a 2 percent gain for hard types. In 1957, hard types 
made up 69 percent of the Italian cheese produced in Wis- 
consin but accounted for only 39 percent in 1973. 


Italian Cheese Production by Varieties in Wisconsin 












Variety 1973 





Thousand pounds 











HARD 
A'siagOlalemcaraine nests eeu 459 T055 837 1/ 1/ 
Parmesan’). cuewseser sins 17,108 D2 18,817 25,157 20,836 
Provolone es) Sais sieves 21,959 24,184 28,922 36,390 40,340 
Romano /!s, ieee cs en es 13,570 13,493 14,115 12,205 14,261 
Otherhard) jess cay ne 6) Say 1,170 3,339 33297 
Total: hard ia ppenedelsmeeer ane 53,149 61,424 63,861 717,091 78,734 
SOFT 
Mozzarella/auweess sianerenens 39,022 48,011 89,261 102,344 118,648 
Other ‘SOLE 2) o7 ecto ese ste 2,482 1,174 588 3/ 2,292 
Totalsoft.— 4s aca: meen elt 41,504 49,185 89,849 102,344 120,940 





AI Ttalian iy tuepamrnes mcieieenks ue 94,653 110,609 153,710 179,435 199,674 


1/Combined with other. 2/Excludes Gorgonzola, formerly published as an 
Italian cheese. 3/Less than 2,000,000 pounds of other soft included with 
Mozzarella. 


RED MEAT PRODUCTION UP 
10 PERCENT FROM LAST YEAR 


Production of red meat in Wisconsin’s commercial 
slaughtering plants during April was 10 percent above a year 
ago. Output of beef was only 2 percent more than in April 
1973 but pork production increased 20 percent. 

Slaughtering plants in Wisconsin butchered 82,000 cattle 
during April, up 1,000 from the previous year. Average live- 
weight of cattle slaughtered in April was 1,144 pounds, a 
gain of 6 pounds from last year. 

The April hog slaughter of 303,000 was 43,000 above a 
year earlier. Hog liveweight, at 247 pounds for April, was 7 
pounds heavier than April 1973. 

A total of 22,100 calves were slaughtered for veal in 
Wisconsin during April, an increase of 7,800 from the pre- 
vious year. Calves averaged 163 pounds liveweight for April, 
down 37 pounds from a year ago. The 300 sheep and lambs 
butchered in April was 100 more than in April 1973. 





Commercial Livestock Slaughter 












Number Liveweight 














Area April Change April 
from 
1973 | 1974 last year 1973 1974 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

Wisconsin's wero 81.0 82.0 cahes t 92.2 93.8 

United States 1/ . . | 2,407.2 2,898.3 iP PAD) 2,482.1 3,065.1 
Calves 

Wisconsin. ..... 14.3 D2et +5) 2.9 3.6 

United States 1/.. 170.8 204.5 + 20 42.5 48.3 
Hogs 

Wisconsin 5 rede 260.0 303.0 17 62.4 74.8 

United States 1/ . . | 6,361.3 7,279.8 + 14 1,516.6 1,781.6 
Sheep and lambs 

Wisconsin teers . a7 so + 50 .020 -029 

United States 1/.. 732.4 816.9 it? 79.4 87.8 





1/Excludes Alaska. 


WISCONSIN HOG INVENTORY DOWN 2 PERCENT 


Wisconsin farmers had 1,480,000 hogs and pigs on 
farms June 1, a decline of 2 percent from a year earlier. 
Breeding stock totaled 260,000, down 4 percent from June 1, 
1973. Market hogs, at 1,220,000, were 1 percent below last 
year. 

A total of 106,000 sows farrowed from March through 
May in Wisconsin, 4 percent less than in that period a year 
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ago. The March-May pig crop of 795,000 was only 1 percent 95,000 sows, the same number that farrowed in that quarter 


lower than the previous year because the litter rate increased orgs 3: 

from 7.30 to 7.50 pigs per litter. Hogs and pigs on the Nation’s farms June 1 totaled 
Hog producers in Wisconsin plan to have 95,000 sows 59.4 million, 1 percent less than a year earlier. The 14 states 

farrow during June through August. This would be 6 percent where quarterly estimates are made had 51.1 million hogs on 

fewer than in that quarter last year. Farrowings for the farms June 1. These states accounted for 86 percent of all 

September through November quarter are expected to be hogs and pigs in the Nation. 


All Hogs and Pigs on Farms, Breeding and Market 
June 1, 1973 and 1974, 14 States 












































For breeding Market Total hogs and pigs 
State Change from Change from Change from 

1973 1974 lasieae 1973 | 1974 ieetiveat 1973 1974 inerivicar 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
Georgia)". - ./: 247 269 + 9 1,585 jroo —- 4 1,832 1,790 —2 
Tinos sk 1,042 963 — 8 5,908 5,587 = a3 6,950 6,550 = 6 
Indiana’, “oo: 696 666 — 4 4,104 3,834 — 7 4,800 4,500 —6 
Lowa cisn-saen 2,030 2,000 —- 1 12,570 12,600 n. ¢, 14,600 14,600 5015 Kee 
Kansas!) ic,iee: 300 283 — 6 1,700 1,542 — 9 2,000 1,825 -—9 
Kentucky 2125 221 — 2 1,096 1,079 — 2 1,321 1,300 —2 
Minnesota 600 587 — 2 3,150 3,463 ain dl) 3,750 4,050 + 8 
Missouri , 660 655 - 1 3,590 3,545 — 1 4,250 4,200 —1 
Nebraska .... 488 476 — 2 2,762 2,924 jG 3,250 3,400 +Fai5 
North Carolina. 349 342 — 2 1,766 1,668 —- 6 OH NS We) 2,010 —5 
Ohio ean tee 317 328 +993 1,798 1,858 iS rah: 2,186 53 
South Dakota . 287 315 + 10 1,839 1,935 +5 2,126 2,250 25a) 
TEXAS! (5) Newer 150 165 +10 810 765 — 6 960 930 —3 
Wisconsin Dig 260 —- 4 1,237 1,220 -— 1 1,508 1,480 —2 
Total 14 States. 2 43,915 43,541 —- 1 DL. 51,071 a | 




















Sows to Farrow, June through November, 14 States 











June through August September through November 












State 1973 E 1974 1/ raat from 1973 | 1974 1/ Change from 

ast year last year 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
Georgian, ais besechel ests 87 88 a ed 73 80 0 
TitimOis: oes ces ose eho 400 365 -— 9 395 355 — 10 
Irrdianatayaie sl seis we. ei cte 242 220 == 9 210 200 -— § 
lOWan.e0s sh ho a ees 610 580 tS 608 590 -— 3 
Wamsas Ses) enc is or eee 85 85 n. 105 105 Ms Cz 
Kentucky 05,5 aca fone 70 70 nics 65 72 se ttl 
Minnesota 242 24 & . 2 210 210 nC: 206 206 noc 
Missouri! ‘iev.t als = <2, 0 « 228 230 te 256 250 — 2 
Nebraska sees vette ss 142 150 + 6 185 185 1s Oh 
NorthiCarolinay 322-4). 98 102 + 4 82 90 + 10 
Ohio; Gea baaks up ants, cc 40 112 120 ae. 115 115 mes 
South Dakota = a ojo 7 80 95 + 19 116 117 x. il 
TREX2S). Pap cite epee "bie te 56 58 + 4 Si SS me al 
Wisconsin eee ite eee cus 101 95 = 6 95 95 MCs 
pny 4B | 2,468 — 2 2,562 2,513 — 2 





Totalyva;Statesiw-v-0e <0 E 
1/Number indicated by breeding intentions reports. 


Sows Farrowing, Pigs per Litter and Pig Crop 
March through May, 1973 and 1974, 14 States 














Sows farrowing Pigs per litter Pig crop 1/ 











State Change from Change from 

1973 i 1974 last year 1973 | 1974 1973 | 1974 iasvyear 

1,000 head Percent Head 1,000 head Percent 
Georgia Wav ces cae PO ein eee 89 88 =—1 7.00 6xul 623 590 —§ 
Tin OIs vag pedeuswotemchee seer keke te 500 485 = 5) 7.00 6.75 3,500 3,274 —6 
Jove CEM Gis Ge ce mtiakauc Aeol cd OMe 250 235 = 6 7.16 TA7 1,790 1,685 —6 
EOWidtansh Mean ve meoloirei al skeen ies © 980 920 — 6 7.10 7.10 6,958 6,532 —6 
KANSAS acme cleecoutel ehsciipl oy Genie isis 125 115 —8 fae RS 7.30 906 840 —7 
Kentucky my-tone cue a enonicnieh 80 85 + 6 7.40 7.10 592 604 cis APA 
Minnesotan nine twee <eueneie orion: 245 PX, +3 7.45 7.20 1,825 1,814 —1 
MiUSSOUSI pees cUedeMebiee. wmowe ne ies Paghe) 270 = 5] 129 7.45 2,023 2,012 —1 
Nebraskal niu i sicmonstememe) ts rents 21:5 220 ay?) 7.00 7.30 1,505 1,606 ae wih 
North) Carolinawy gre. cit egenenes 111 109 ee, 7.40 7.30 821 7196 —3 
ONio;  Svpeaetc ence ast teks veiepene 125 135 + 8 7.20 7.20 900 972 + 8 
South) Dakota Gass) 5 anes 168 1S + 4 7.AS 7.10 1,201 1,243 abs 
TREXAS' Toa tec meiteumeine fonia arena eles 48 50 ah 7.40 7.00 355 350 =1 
WASCOMSIM Se eulewniow are pels Mawel ie 110 106 —4 7.30 7.50 803 795 -—1 
Total V4-Statesierea i). suse. 35325 3,245 = 4 23,802 3 











1/Number of pigs born March through May, that were on hand June 1, or had been sold. 
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FARM PRODUCT PRICES 
CONTINUE DOWNWARD 


Prices of farm products in Wisconsin for the period 
ending in mid-May were down for the third consecutive 
month. The index of prices received by Wisconsin farmers 
averaged 508 percent of the 1910-14 base, a decline of 30 
points (about 6 percent) from mid-April and 11 percent 
below the high reached in February this year. Most livestock 
and some crop items declined in price from April to May, 
with the sharpest drops for hogs, turkeys, and wheat. 

Hog prices in Wisconsin averaged $25.70 a hundred- 
weight as of May 15, down $4.40 from a month earlier and 
$8.90 below a year ago. This was the lowest monthly average 
price for hogs since June 1972. 

Steers and heifers averaged $35.00 a hundredweight in 
mid-May, a decline of $1.90 from April and $7.70 less than 
May 1973. Slaughter cows, at $29.00 a hundredweight for 
May, were $2.00 under the previous month and $4.80 below 
last year. 

Calves returned an average of $48.50 a hundredweight 
as of mid-May, a drop of $3.60 from April and $13.50 lower 
than a year ago. This was the lowest price for calves since 
January 1973. 

Sheep declined 40 cents from April to May but at $10.00 
a hundredweight were 50 cents above the previous year. For 
the second straight month, lambs went against the trend of 
lower livestock prices. Lambs averaged $37.80 a hundred- 
weight for mid-May, an increase of $2.50 from April and 
$5.80 more than May 1973. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 





April 15, 















Commodity 1974 1974 
Dollars 

Milk cows ..... 450.00 570.00 650.00 630.00 
Steers and heifers . 32.30 42.70 36.90 35.00 
COWS: Abe ny desis 25.20 33.80 31.00 29.00 
Calves*eetitcnelcen « 47.50 62.00 52.10 48.50 
HOgS obec ee 25.20 34.60 30.10 vA alt) 
Sheep ise cena ens 6 5.80 9.50 10.40 10.00 
[ean Ose cree eas 29.20 32.00 35.30 37.80 
Chickens 1/ .085 .150 ed 25 =12'5 
Turkeys hata. tam. .200 .300 .320 .240 
ISQESiemic sce ee) ike .220 -460 -486 -432 
Gornseres rN ece eee. jes Fes 1.48 2.48 2255 
Wheat) 0243. 2 2). 1.43 2.00 4.14 3.30 
Oats yo heaece cere 7h! .85 1.27 1.33 
SOY Deans ec ele a 3.30 7.90 §.11 5.16 
Alfalfa hay, baled . 23.00 31.50 34.00 33.00 





1/Excludes broilers. 


Turkeys dropped 8 cents from April to May. At 24 
cents a pound liveweight, turkeys were 6 cents under May 
last year and the lowest since the beginning of 1973. Egg 
prices declined for the fourth consecutive month. Eggs aver- 
aged 43.2 cents a dozen as of mid-May compared with 48.6 
cents in April and a high of 65 cents in January. Egg prices 
in May were nearly 3 cents under a year earlier and the first 
time since August 1972 that prices fell below the previous 
year. 

Wheat prices declined 84 cents a bushel from April to 
May. At $3.30 a bushel for May, wheat was $1.30 higher 
than last year but $2.14 below the peak reached in February 
1974. Oats averaged $1.33 a bushel as of mid-May, a gain of 


6 cents from a month earlier and 48 cents greater than May 
1973. 

Corn prices increased 7 cents a bushel from April to 
May while soybeans went up 5 cents. Corn averaged $2.55 
a bushel on May 15, up $1.07 from a year ago. Soybeans, 
at $5.16 a bushel for May, were $2.74 below the previous 
year. 

Baled alfalfa hay prices declined by $1.00 from April 
to May but at $33.00 a ton in mid-May were $1.50 above 
last year. 


BEEF AND PORK STOCKS 
WELL ABOVE LAST YEAR 


Cold storage stocks of meat in the Nation at the end of 
May were 46 percent greater than a year ago. Beef stocks 
showed an increase of 37 percent while the supply of pork 
in cold storage was up 61 percent. 

There were 416% million pounds of pork in cold storage 
on May 31. This was an increase of 11 million pounds from a 
month earlier and 158 million pounds above May 31, 1973. 
However, the amount of pork in cold storage at the end of 
May was 16 percent less than on that date three years ago. 

Beef stocks in cold storage on May 31 totaled 461 mil- 
lion pounds. While this was a decrease of 9 million pounds 
from a month earlier, it was 126 million pounds more than 
May 31, 1973 and a record amount of beef in storage for 
that date going back to 1950. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 












f Change 
e April 30, 
Commodity 1974 pare 





1,000 pounds Percent 


Beef: 
Frozen. <3 +. < 0s 266,520 324,221 457,952 449,516 +39 
In cure and cured . . 10,066 11,354 12,843 11,860 + 4 
‘otalys 4 a rene 276,586 335,575 470,795 461,376 ca ey 
Pork: 
FYOZenne see eliene 359,435 243,566 389,346 400,593 + 64 
In'cooler 7. 445 secu 22,064 15,216 15,933 15,913 5) 
Total, eas. cece: ous 381,499 258,782 405,279 416,506 +61 
Other meats and 
meat products: 
Veal, frozen ..... 8,896 11,799 14,144 14,154 +20 
Lamb and mutton, 
frozen.7,2A sea. nies 19,916 15,644 14,125 17,067 aD 
Canned meats in cooler: 
Hanis }ichae tea as 88,404 60,600 84,653 95,332 ct] 
Other meats ..... 22,238 15,212 16,774 16,348 err) 


Total, all meats .... | 797,539 697,612 1,005,770 1,020,783 + 46 
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1973 MANUFACTURED DAIRY PRODUCTS 


Dairy plants in Wisconsin continued to increase their 
production of cheese in 1973 while reducing the output of 
butter. Total cheese production exceeded a billion pounds 
for the second straight year. The State’s cheese plants manu- 
factured nearly 1 percent more cheese during 1973 than a 
year earlier, continuing the upward trend which began in 
1963. Record amounts of Italian, Muenster, and Blue cheese 
were produced in 1973. 

American cheese production amounted to 720 million 
pounds for 1973, down about 2 percent from 1972. Output 
of Swiss cheese in 1973 was 13 percent below a year earlier 
while production of Muenster showed little change from 
~1972. Brick cheese production was up 18 percent in 1973 
and Italian cheese increased 11 percent. Output of limburger 
during 1973 was 46 percent greater than in 1972 and all 
other cheese had a gain of | percent. 

Wisconsin creameries churned only 179 million pounds 
of butter during 1973, a decline of 10 percent from 1972 and 
the lowest production since 1952. 


Manufactured Dairy Products, Wisconsin, 1972—73 





Change 
Product from 
last year 
Thousands Percent 
Creamery butter (including 
whey DUten)! -reaiete te cee ltcun ee 198,699 179,406 — 10 
Cheese 
A Mericanr sie. Leake tah se. coy a fs 731,704 720,104 — 2 
CHeddary sv onene eons, sais (ets autos s 618,330 588,476 — § 
Otherty pes | vale ic wach oars . 113,374 131,628 + 16 
SWISSs oo ae OP Meteo. 'l- tise Fonecn ; 37,747 32,764 —13 
Muenstet™: uiceateae 6 te cowl te - 35,753 35,720 nac: 
Brick 3) 3. lsyteteitere Kies ee Pees s.r i 14,423 17,060 1S 
Brick and Muenster Total .... 50,176 52,780 es 
Eimburger'y; cocusetdactee ays le ses é 1,180 1,728 + 46 
Rtalian c= ats aoteeet ct apicele aie. ec.s te 179,435 199,674 eae by | 
All other cheese (excluding 
Cottagercheese)) cal meee aes. © : 63,470 63,991 +751 


Total cheese (excluding 


Cottage cheese) uo ww- sede nate 1,063,712 1,071,041 apt Mh 


Condensed and powdered products 
Sweetened condensed whole 





milk (bulk goods) ........ : 60,035 60,086 nc) 
Unsweetened condensed whole 

milk, (bulk goods) ........ 5 24,805 41,987 + 69 
Evaporated whole milk 

unsweetened, (case goods)... . 2/ 2/ XXX 
Total condensed whole milk... . 84,840 102,073 ZO 
Condensed skim milk (bulk goods) 

Sweetened 2 ots 4:.) 4 uate ve bi eis 5 40,404 48,614 + 20 

Wnsweetened \. ir. neushens sci) ¥ 182,994 127,012 — 31 
Total sweetened and unsweetened 

Skim! mille Pye. es ow elt ety et els 223,398 175,626 — 21 
Condensed whey, % wwinw os see E 63,352 94,156 + 49 
Dried skim milk for human use . . 139,901 89,242 — 36 
Dried skim milk for animal feed. . 609 446 — 27 
Total Dried Skim Milk ....... 140,510 89,688 — 36 
Dried whole milk ive sie. < 5 5,378 4,527 — 16 
Dried buttermilk), 2.5. 22.) 28s 2s 5 8,156 8,573 +95 
Dried whey for human use... .. 130,534 154,566 + 18 
Dried whey for animal feed .... 223,494 202,799 - 9 
Total Dried, Whey in. a's (sees 354,028 357,365 4 
Malted milk powder ........ ‘ 16,515 16,263 — 2 

Other products 

Loe Cream Es wieeue us teite ie ke vsiie ae 3 18,893 16,006 — 15 
CO re Kare ea ete os sls: sebie) ee liahr ey eth rs 4,893 5,431 + 11 
Cottage cheese curd ........ 7 43,644 40,597 - 7 


60,241 57,844 ay 


1/Includes Colby, Jack, Monterey and Granular. 2/Production not shown when 
less than 3 plants reported or individual plant operations might be disclosed. 
3/Includes lowfat creamed cottage cheese in 1973. 


Cottage cheese creamed 3/ 





TART CHERRY CROP EXPECTED 
TO BE WELL ABOVE LAST YEAR 


Production of tart cherries in the Nation for 1974 is 
expected to be 123,650 tons, an increase of 42 percent from 
the short 1973 crop. Michigan, the leading tart cherry state, 
expects a production of 95,000 tons compared with only 
58,000 tons from the freeze damaged crop in 1973. 

Wisconsin’s cherry production in 1974 is forecast at 
3,700 tons, an increase of 1,300 tons from the small 1973 
crop. Conditions vary considerably from the southern part 
of the cherry growing area to the northern tip of Door 
County and Washington Island. Frost on May 6-7 damaged 
the blossom in widely scattered areas. 


JUNE CROP REPORT 


Farmers in parts of Wisconsin were still trying to finish 
planting of corn and soybeans in late June. Periods of heavy 
rain left lowlands very wet, particularly in the east and south- 
east. The corn crop was behind normal in development due 
to cold, wet weather in May, delays in planting, and some 
replanting necessitated by poor germination. Oats and small 
grains were doing very well and heading out. First crop 
haying had been slowed by rain, soft fields, and a later 
maturity this year. Only 20 percent of the first crop was 
harvested by the last week of June compared with 35 percent 
a year ago and 40 percent normally. Good weather conditions 
in the last week of June would be very helpful for harvesting 
the large first crop of hay which is lodging and becoming rank. 

Transplanting of tobacco is going on but is behind 
normal because the cold, wet weather in May held back 
plant growth. Vegetable crops look good in the central 
sandy area of Wisconsin but suffered rain and hail damage in 
the south. Harvesting of early peas is underway but planting 
of sweet corn lagged behind usual due to wet fields in the 
east and south. A good strawberry crop is being picked. 


Rainfall in Inches, by Districts, Wisconsin 













Month of May 
1973 [ 1974 | Normal 


Since April 1 
1973 1974 | Normal 





District 





Northwestw.)- apa 5.4 aii ait To 7.0 6.4 
North Central ... 6.9 3.8 84) 9.7 7.8 6.4 
Northeast’ G02 .0. 7.9 4.4 3.2 12.0 7.6 6.0 
West Central’. 3. < 6.9 4.7 3.8 107 wep 6.8 
Centralin) 2.4 2aeheas 8.2 6.8 3.6 13.4 9.4 6.8 
East Central ca. - 7.0 6.2 2.9 10.7 9.3 5.8 
Southwest. «1s. 6.2 Rist) Suv 13.1 8.9 6.6 
South Central ... 6.3 6.5 Bes iee2 10.6 6.4 
SOUtheAaSt erence i. 4.8 6.0 3.4 11.4 9.8 6.4 





BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
CONTINUE LOWER 


Prices of good grade fed steers at St. Paul and feeder 
steers at Kansas City continued to decline in May as did 
utility grade cows at St. Paul. Good grade feeder steers at the 
Kansas City market averaged $37.55 a hundredweight during 
May, down $3.48 from April and the fourth consecutive 
month of lower prices for feeder cattle. A year ago in May 
the average price of good grade feeder steers weighing be- 
tween 600-700 pounds was $49.70 a hundredweight. 

Good grade fed steers weighing between 900-1100 
pounds averaged $38.20 a hundredweight at the St. Paul 
market in May. This was a decline of $1.37 from a month 
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earlier. Fed steer prices at St. Paul have been on the decline 
since January of this year and the May price was $5.07 under 
a year ago. 

Utility cows at St. Paul averaged $30.01 a hundred- 
weight for May, a decline of $2.79 from the previous month 
and $5.66 below last year. This was the lowest price for 
utility cows at St. Paul since January 1973. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
Mo. Averages !972,73,74 
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HOG MARKET AGAIN 
DECLINES SHARPLY 


Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market took 
another sharp drop during May. Barrows and gilts averaged 
$26.22 a hundredweight for May, down $4.61 from April 
and $10.35 below May 1973. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
Monthly Averages 1972,73,74 
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